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BOOK REVIEWS 



Richard of Jamestown, Mary of Plymouth, Ruth of Boston, Calvert of 

Maryland, Peter of New Amsterdam, Stephen of Philadelphia. By 

James Otis. New York : American Book Co., 1910. Cloth, i2mo, 

about 165 pages each, with illustrations. 35 cents. 

This series of six volumes is intended for supplementary history reading 

in the middle grades of the elementary schools. Its purpose as stated by the 

author is "to show the children the home life of the colonists" and "to give 

such homely facts as are not to be found in the real histories of our land."' The 

stories are told "from the viewpoint of a child and purport to have been related 

by a child." They describe the life of the colonists in an intimate way, giving 

many details of the appearance of the country, the occupations of the people, the 

building and furnishing of their homes, their household life and comforts, and 

their hardships and privations in a new and strange land. 

While "these books are not sent out as histories," they furnish exactly the 
kind of information necessary to make history a genuine study for children of 
ten and eleven years. Children at this time crave details which help them to 
feel at home in the life of the past. They get little satisfaction from the brief, 
abstract statements of the ordinary textbook. The details here chosen are well 
selected, often from the historical sources, and are given with much of the charm 
of the original narratives. 

Many teachers will no doubt miss in these books the plot and continuous 
narrative of the ordinary story, but they will find the descriptions of colonial life 
and work as interesting as stories and more suggestive of problems that provoke 
thought and discussion on the part of the children. The books should be used 
as intended by the author in connection with works of "real history." 

We have had much supplementary reading covering the events of our early 
history but no works treating in any adequate way of industrial and social life. 
Otis has given us books of a unique type, but a type that should become common 
for both elementary and secondary schools. This series treats of the very 
beginnings of colonial history and might well be followed by a series giving the 
later developments of colonial industries and the effects of these industries upon 
society. For instance, Richard of Jamestown ends just as tobacco becomes the 
leading product of Virginia, and a study of tobacco culture and its influence would 
be especially valuable. 

The series is well planned to give studies of typical northern, southern, and 
middle colonies. The illustrations are attractive and in general well selected to 
explain the narrative. 

E. J. R. 
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